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Letter before action 
Dear Sirs, 
 
Defamatory Forum – regarding ACS Law 
 
We are ACS Law Solicitors, a firm of solicitors based in the London, England that acts for 
various copyright societies including Digiprotect Gesellschaft Zum Schutze Digitale Medien 
GMBH and Media C.A.T. Limited amongst others (“our Clients”) in connection with 
identification and pursuit of identified instances of copyright infringement through Peer to 
Peer File Sharing Networks across the internet.  
 
Our claim 
 
We have evidence to believe that the forums hosted by your website http://www.slyck.com 
(“Slyck”) contains serious, untrue and defamatory comments towards our law firm, the 
principal of our firm, employees and Clients of our firm. In doing so, defamatory comments 
are being communicated to thousands of people throughout the world, posing a serious 
threat to the reputation of our firm, various individuals in our firm and our Clients. The 
defamatory threads are as follows: 
 
http://www.slyck.com/forums/viewtopic.php?f=66&t=44092  
“The official ACS:LAW/Davenport-Lyons lawsuit discussion” 
http://www.slyck.com/forums/viewtopic.php?f=66&t=31051  
"legal action for downloading Dream Pinball (Davenport-Lyons)” 
http://www.slyck.com/forums/viewtopic.php?f=66&t=39877  
“Just got a letter from Davenport Lyons RE-Colin Mcrae Dir” 
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We have included a small sample of the posts within the mentioned threads to illustrate the 
defamatory and actionable nature of the content contained (“Schedule A”). Please note 
that this is not an exhaustive list, but merely a token sample to illustrate the nature of the 
discussion.  
 
Under the law of England and Wales, a defamatory statement is one which tends to lower 
the claimant in the estimation of right thinking members of society generally (Sim v Stretch 
[1936] 2 All ER 1237).  The words are defamatory, identify or refer to the claimant and are 
published by yourselves to third parties. 
 
Jurisdiction 
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A defamatory statement is published at the place where it is read, heard or seen, and not 
where the material was first placed on the internet. In internet cases, therefore, provided a 
small number of people have access to the material on the internet in England, the English 
courts will have jurisdiction to hear the claim against an a foreign defendant (Spiliada 
Maritime Corp v Cansulex Ltd [1987] A.C. 460).  
 
Next steps 
 
We are not against freedom of speech and recognise that alot of the content on other 
threads are not defamatory towards either ourselves or our Clients. At this stage neither we 
nor our Clients have any desire to issue legal proceedings against the operators of Slyck and 
we are keen to do all we can to avoid litigation where possible. We do however request the 
following: 
 

1. Slyck acts quickly on this defamation complaint by removing from publication in 
their entirety the defamatory threads to prevent further harm to our clients 
business. 

2. Slyck undertakes to actively monitor and delete any newly published defamatory 
content relating to this firm or our Clients. 

 
If the defamatory threads are not permanently removed by 4:00pm GMT on Friday, 12th 
March 2010, we shall revert to our Clients with a view to recommending that they 
commence taking steps towards the swift issue of proceedings and we shall consider our 
own position separately. For the avoidance of any doubt and to avert any possible conflict, 
we will neither be acting for our Clients nor ourselves in connection with any proceedings 
that may need to be issued against you. 
 
We await your response by return. In the meantime we reserve our and our Clients’ rights. 

 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACS Law Solicitors 

 


